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EDITOR’S NOTE

Chaos in Syria is still going on, although more than ten coun-
tries sent military forces to the region. Rather the situation is
becoming more worrying. Crises in Syria is growing day by
day and branching to different directions;

- Turkey and Russia relations are very tense and this
may cause more serious problems between NATO and Rus-
sia and its close alliances.

- There is a high risk that the level of Shia—Sunni war in
the region can increase.

- There is a high level of conflict going on between PKK
and Turkish Forces at Southern Eastern Turkey .

- There is no progress yet about the war against IS terror-
ist organization. IS is still holding Ragga and Mosul cities.

- IS is rapidly growing in several countries worldwide.

- There is high level of drug use and increased organized
crime in Refugee and IDP camps / Hosting communities in
the region.

Time is clicking and therefore UN Security Council , NATO
and Russia needs to move together and in one direction.

“If we cannot now end our dif-
ferences, at least we can help
make the world safe for diver-

“

sity .

Johnn F. Kennedy
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Who Buys IS Oil?

There has been an on going discussion about the oil trade of IS for a long time. All the countries
or relevant international companies strongly denies that they buy oil produced by IS. But if this is

true, then who is buying? If no one is buying then how come IS makes huge profit?

As everybody knows, the territory controlled by IS is landlocked and do not have any border with
sea. Therefore, IS oil has to be transferred to neighbor countries through pipeline or road trans-—
portation. Therefore, somehow , IS oil is transferred to third countries after semi processed in
Iraq.

It is also a fact that IS is not exporting its oil with its own brand. There is no oil marketed in the

world with a brand name “ made by IS “. At least we haven't reached to that dramatic point yet.

Overall, there is only option left to market the IS oil to outside of Iraq and Syria; Mixing the semi
processed oil with the oil produced in Iraq (including Northern Irag). By this way, oil produced by
IS travels in the world. That means, whichever country or company buying oil from Iraq, somehow
importing oil produced by IS as well. Of course, this is not to blame neither Irag nor the importing

countries but this is the fact and action has to be needed to avoid IS making money from oil trade.
Therefore, strong control is needed over;
- Oil refining stations in Iraq and especially at the ones at Northern Iraq,

- More strong air control over the road network between IS controlled oil pumps and oil refin—
ing stations in Iraq (including Northern Irag). This can only be done by a strong cooperation be-
tween NATO—Russia and Iraq. Otherwise, IS will continue to enjoy high level of income from oil

trade and expand its activities.
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Can Power Buy Respect?

Unfortunately, nowadays a lot of people believes that money can buy everything including love and re—
spect, although the life everyday proves that this is not the case at all.

One can only force people to get their respect by paying but this can not be long term. Soon or later,
any relation based on money and financial interest fails or broken one day. Such as the relation be-
tween Taliban and Western World was based on money. Taliban fought against Russia to get financial
benefit. Then we all what happened as soon as Taliban wanted more power in Afghanistan.

One of the main reason of failure in Afghanistan is that NATO, ISAF or most of international donors
didn't manage to gain the respect of the Afghans, although they spent at least US$ 1 million a day
since 2002.

Unfortunately, same can repeat in Syria as well. The Syrian opposition groups which includes Salafi
Jihadist terrorist ones may one day turn against the their financial sources.. When this happens, more
chaos will come to Syria and the region. Everyone, especially UN Security Council Members has to get
lessons from the past experiences and should not have any relation or contacts with jihadist groups.
UN Security council Members and NATO needs to understand that they can never have a trust and re-
spect based relations with such groups.

Furthermore, a lot of countries and organizations are spending millions of dollars per day for the crises
in Syria. However, no one knows that international community managed to earn the respect of the mi-
grants. Is money or provision of temporary shelter is enough for these people? No, it is not. They want
to get back to their country and live their normal life as they have been used to for decades. Syrian
and Iraqi migrants deserve much better treatment then they have now.

In addition to this, soon or later, there will be tensions between Syrian refugees and nationalists in Eu-
rope. Nationalism and number of people supporting far right ideas are increasing in Europe day by
day. Therefore, having an immediate mutual agreement over Syria is for everyone's benefit.

it is now time UN Security Council Members prove that they respect each other and they have no in-
terest to expand their control beyond their lands. If so, they have to make agreement immediately. We
all know that if this happens ,IS and other terrorist organizations can be removed from Syria and Iraq
in not more than two weeks. Is there any power which can fight against Russia and US ? If someone
believes that this is possible, should really need a medical help. If Russia and US joins their powers,
then can clean all the terrorist groups from Middle East easily.

History clearly proves that a country or a group or a person can not hold the control forever. There
are several countries who were very powerful several hundred years ago are not in their positions at
all. Soon or later, current situation in the world will change again. Therefore, countries who has the
power now should know that what ever they cultivate they will harvest one day. If they cultivate re—
spect, trust, transparency, equality and equity, then they will harvest the same when they need it.
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Turkey, USA and PYD (Partiya Yekitiya Demokrat)

In our previous edition, we highlighted that Turkey and its close alliance USA would come to a road

Junction about the policies and strategies over establishment of a Kurdish Autonomous Government
in Northern Syria in near future. We already started to see Turkey-USA relations are getting tense
as USA 1is supporting PYD and establishing a Northern Syria Kurdish Autonomous region like the
one in Northern Iraq. Turkey is obviously against and very disappointed about USA. However, on
the other hand, Turkey would know that this would happen as soon as the conflict started in Syria in
2011. Therefore, it is too late to complain or blame anyone that this is happening. Turkey has a lot
of very good analysts in its all relevant Government organizations. It is most likely that they saw
that danger. It is very unlikely that Turkish Government was not aware of “ Great Middle East Plans
“ and establishment of United States of Kurdistan covering Northern Syria, South-Eastern Turkey,
Northern Iraq and Eastern Iran. USA and EU provide strong support for the Kurdish Movement in
the region for many years. This was obvious and well-know too. So, the question is that why Tur-
key damaged its relations with Russia, Egypt and Syria , given that its close alliances have com-—
pletely different strategy and policy about Kurdish related issues in the region. If two parties have
completely different approaches for a such an important geo—political strategy , how this can be
called as a strategic partnership?

But, on the other hand, Turkey cant blame USA . Because USA didn't cover its ultimate goals in
Middle East. USA strategies, policies and actions were consistent and enough transparent about
Kurdish related issues for many years. It is also clear that IS terrorist group was helping about es—
tablishment of United States of Kurdistan in the region as well. Therefore, Turkey should question
its international politics and strategies but not blame the others. Such as, why all of suddenly Tur-
key broke its relations with Russia? These two countries together could create an important syner-—
gy in the region. Indeed, it was going on this direction. Two countries agreed to develop a new gas
pipe line from Russia to Europe via Turkey in summer in 2015. The level of trade and tourism be-
tween these counties reached its record levels ever. While all these good developments were hap-—
pening between two countries, all of a suddenly Turkey down a Russian jet. Not easy to explain the
reason for this.

Overall, Turkey is getting singled out in its region day by day. This might cause economical and po-
litical problems for the country. The only card in its hands is the refugee card against EU. EU does
not know what to do with millions of refugees. Germany especially is over worried about this sce-
nario. If Turkey opens the doors then entire EU can be invaded by Syrian and Iraqi refuges. It is
not clear how long this situation can continue.
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Overall, it 1s time for Turkey to re—visit its relations with Russia, Syria and Egypt. It is bene-
fit of Turkey , if the relations are back to normal with Russia. Russia makes it very obvious
that they prefer to have a peace if Turkey makes the first step.

As for the establishment of Kurdish Autonomous Region in Northern Syria, Turkey cant re—
verse the Kurdish Spring. This is more or less impossible and it is too late as well. There-
fore, Turkey should focus on how to control the situation within its borders. It is time to get
back to diplomacy instead of using guns.

USA and EU also have to understand that any instability in Turkey will cause a serious secu-—
rity problems for their countries and citizens. Both powers need to understand the drivers of
the Turkish Culture. They need to know that they cant control the region by injecting religion
regularly. They have to know that they are playing with fire if they continue with their cur-—
rent strategies. Maybe it is again needed to remind them that there is no moderate Islam and
Moderate Terrorism.

Instead, EU and USA need to focus on at least 6 million Syrian Refugee Children who has no
hopes about the future. They are vulnerable and might be attracted by terrorist and organized
crime groups in the region. If this happens, people neither in EU nor US are in safe. So, in—
stead of spending money for weapons and meaningless power struggles, they need to allocate
good amount of budget for education of refugee children.

Last word, we all need to remember, whatever we cultivate we harvest one day. EU and USA,
if they cultivate peace in the region, they will harvest accordingly. If not, they are in trouble
too.
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Join Us

SAM is inviting interested researchers to join our research
newsletter team. Provide your stories, photos, research stud-
ies and articles about the humanitarian crises in your area, so
that we can together make a difference and make our planet
safer and equal for everyone.

Contact Us
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www.statisticsandmore.at
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